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LIVERMORE — An ex-Ma- 
rine and admitted drug user and 
burglar was arraigned yester¬ 
day on murder, rape and burgla¬ 
ry charges in the stabbing death 
of a nurse. 

If jpenuicted, Richard Christo- 
ehei^ully^s. could face the gas 
chamber. He is accused of slay¬ 
ing Shirley “Sandy” Olsson. 59. 
whose nude body was found in 
her home in July. 

Bail for Tully, a part-time 
construction worker, was set at 
$500,000 and he is scheduled to 
enter a plea tomorrow in Liver- 
more-Pleasanton Municipal 
Court. 

Livermore police arrested 
Tully on drug charges Friday, 
and later that day he was booked’ 


on charges of killing Olsson. 

Olsson was a nurse at the Liv¬ 
ermore Veterans Administra¬ 
tion Medical Center. 

Police declined to say whether 
Tully made any statements 
about the slaying, but said they 
had collected “an enormous'* 
amount of evidence in the case. 

Capt. Lee Evanson said police 
had considered Tully a suspect 
since he was stopped early last 
month for questioning on drug 
charges. ® 

Evanson said T^lly once lived 
two doors down from the vic¬ 
tim’s home on Hollyhock Street 
and was familiar with Olsson’s 
habits and routine. 

He said Tully's fingerprints 
match those on a buck knife 
found in the rear of a house at 
1313 Aster Lane in the same 


neighborhood. 

“That’s his fingerprints on 
that weapon, and that’s the mur¬ 
der weapon,” Evanson said. 

Evanson said the investigation 
is continuing. 

As to possible motive, Evan¬ 
son said: “I believe he entered 
that house to commit a rape.” 

Police recovered Olsson’s 
purse from a duck pond near her 
home. 

Evanson said Tully was 
matched against an FBI “psy¬ 
chological profile” of the killer 
and “it was pretty accurate.” 

He said the department has 
other evidence that points to 
Tully as the killer. 

When he was arrested on drug 
investigation charges, Tully told 
police that he used methamphe- 
tamine “four or five times a 


day” and burglarized cars 
homes to support his ha 
Evanson said. 

Friends told police that T 
would frequently flash bis b 
knife when he became upset, 
officer added. • 

His landlord, John W; Cl 
dler, 48, of 1572 HoUyhock 
told police that Tully ^^‘di 
know anybody in the nelghi 
hood” and that he doubtettOb 
would have let Tully- into 
home because of Tully’s -scri 
appearance. n 

Tully is an ex-Marine ani 
graduate of Granada' ft 
School here. He was arrestee 
the home of his wife’s paf-biits 
Churchill Drive in Pleasqntqr 

Evanson said Tully and 
wife are separated. 









d^nsto 


LIVERMORE - Pol 

terda Y^air^ted Richar _ 

Dher 0111^ 28. for InvesGgation 
of the'Trnirder eight months ago 
of Sandy Olsson, 59, a well-liked 
and respected nurse at the Liv¬ 
ermore Veterans Administra¬ 
tion Medical Center. 

Olsson's body was found in her 
Springtown home on Hollyhock 
Street in July 1986. She had been 
stabbed 28 times. 

Police Chief Mel Nelson said 
Tully was arrested withouLu 


dent at 4097 Churchill St. in 
Pleasanton. 

He has been booked at Santa 
Rita Rehabilitation Center for 
investigation of murder, and 
Nelson said a criminal com¬ 
plaint will be sou^t from the 
Alameda County District Attor¬ 
ney’s Office on Monday. 

Tully also is charged with pos¬ 
session of methamphetamines 
for sale. 

Nelson said the investigation 
_is continuing. 


Suspect in Livermore nurse’s 

. __ has against Tully at 


LIVERMpRE — Richard 

;hristo^ei^Eull^8. aneirST 

and former Granada Hi gh 
, student, yesterday plead¬ 
ed innocent to charges that he 
itaped and murdered Shirley 
“Sandy” Olsson, 59, last July in 
her home in the quiet Spring- 
town section of the city. 

Tully remains in custody at 
the Santa Rita jail, unable to 
post the 1500,000 bail. 

^ter the brief court appear- 
hnce. Tuny’s attorney, public de¬ 
icer Byron Brown, was asked 
by reporters if be believed in his 
client’s innocence. 
j“I do at this point,” he replied. 
,;Brown asked the court to or- 
(ter the District Attorney’s Of- 
to reveal what evidence it 


OAKLAND 


l^iy asKSd to show murder mercy 


i^rday to have mercy 
saying Tully comes 
“difficult” mother and 


A defense lawyer asked juro: 
for convicted murderer Jtichar d/ Tul 
from a dysfunctional faniily an 
an alcoholic stepfather. 

In his opening statement in the penalty phase of Tully’s 
trial in Alameda County Superior Court in Oakland, attorney 
Alfons Wagner said Tully comes from a family where “peo¬ 
ple scream and fight and don’t talk to each other for days.” 

Tully, 33, was convicted last month of murder with 
special circumstances, burglary and assault with intent to 
commit rape in connection with a July 25, 1986, incident in 
which 58-year-old nurse Shirley “Sandy” Olsson was stabbed 
to death in her Livermore home. 

Olsson’s son testified Thursday that his mother had been 
.{he “anehorl’ in Jus life and ho hfr mnrh 

Wagner said yesterday. “Richard Tully, too. has a fami¬ 
ly. but It IS quite a bit different than the Olsson family.” For 
one thing, Tully. who was bom in Turkey and is the son of a 
fOTOer U.S. Air Force sergeant who no longer keeps in touch 
with his family, “did not have an anchor,” Wagner said 
“We wiU present evidence which will explain how we got 
here today and which is the basis for you to extend mercy to 
Richard Tully,” Wagner said. 

He told jurors that life in prison without the possibility 
of parole, rather than the death penalty, was the appropriate 
punishment for Tully. At the end of the penalty phase of 
Tully s trial, jurors will choose between recommending the 
death penalty or life in prison. 


has against Tully at the next 
court date. May 19, when Liver- 
more-Pleasanton Municipal 
Judge John A. Lewis will decide 
what evidence the defense is en¬ 
titled to see. 

Tully, whose feet and bands 
were shackled, pleaded innocent 
to charges that he stabbed and 
strangled Olsson, a highly re- 
spected and well-liked nurse 
who worked at the Livermore 
Veterans Administration Medi¬ 
cal Center. 

O^n, who lived alone, was 
stabbed 28 times and strangled 
« her Hollyhock Street home, 
lully, who has been arrested 
twice on drug-related charges, is 
also accused of raping Olsson 
and burglarizing her home. 




















in slaying 
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LIVERMORE — Police have 
asked for help from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
state fingerprint experts in their 
investigation of the brutal stab¬ 
bing death of a 59-year-old wom¬ 
an last week. 

Shirley “Sandv’ ( 01ss^ nude 
body was iouno in her iSiraroom 
Friday. She was stabbed 28 


times in her chest, back, neck 


and head, according to Alameda 
County coroner’s officials. It has 
not been determined whether 
she was sexually assaulted. 

Olsson, a registered nurse at 
the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, lived at 1556 Holly¬ 
hock St. in the Springtown area, 
north of Interstate 580. 

Her backyard abuts a golf 
course. Friday morning, some 
.Springtown residents saw her 
purse floating in a duck pond on 


the course. That afternoon, po¬ 
lice found a blood-stained Buck 
knife in a patch of weeds near 
the course. 

Police Capt. Lee Evanson said 
the department has asked the 
FBI to develop a psychological 
profile of the killer. Olsson’s 
death, he said, doesn’t appear to 
be connected to other murders in 
the area. 

The state Department of Jus¬ 
tice crime lab took a fingerprint 


from the knife, and it no 
being compared to other pi 
in the state’s CAL-ID comp 
network. This technique idi 
fied Richard Ramirez, the 
pect in the “night stalker’’ 
ings. 


A hospital co-worker 
close friend of Olsson’s wen 
her house and found the b 
when Olsson didn’t show up 
work. 




The two children of Liver¬ 
more ni^ Shirley “Sandy” Ols¬ 
son testified yesterday that her 
brutal stabbing at the 

hands of Richard irulla <-has left 
them devastated, ^en six years 
later. 

Testifying in the first day of 
the penalty phase of Tally's trial 
in Alameda County Superior 
Court, 35-year-old Sandra Su- 
sanne Walters of Petaluma said 
her mother meant everything to 
her, describing Olsson as “a very 
loving and caring person.” 

Walters said since the murder 
it has been difficult for her to 
form close relationships. “It is 


difficult for me to be close to 
anybody because I’m afraid they 
will go away, just like my moth- 
er did,” she said. 

Walters said she doesn’t want 
to have children because she 
does not 'want anyone to go 
through what she has. 

Olsson’s son, 36-year-old con¬ 
tractor Elbert Walters III of San 
Rafael, said, *1 could understand 
if she died from cancer or a car 
accident, but for her to be mur¬ 
dered — I cannot understand 
that. It is absolutely asinine.” 

Tully, 33, was convicted last 
month of special circumstances 
murder, burglary and assault 
with intent to commit rape. 


prosecutor In court 

attacked a veter- 


an prosecutor in an Oakland courtroom MondayTu^? JJSS 
after a jury recommended the death penalty fir him 

Attorney Kenneth Burr suffered a small 
gash above his left eye but later said he would s^k S 
ment from his own physician. * 

convSS surprise when Richard 

SfiJ dismissed and left the courtroom when 

y uddenly left the side of his attorneys Alfons Waonpr 
and Spencer Strellis, and pounced on Bu,?- 

fo knocking Burr to the floor. Tully drew his fist back 

to strike the prosecutor, but was grabbed by two sheriff's 
bailiffs before he could do any morl damage 

tte <>“1 «< 


—7* deliberating over a four-day oeriod the inrv 

Tully be sentenced to die in the state’s eas 
chamber for the murder of Shirley “Sandy” Olsson a Liver 

more nurse who was stabbed 28 times at he^Liveminre 
home on July 25, 1986. ^ l-ivermore 

County Superior Court Judge WiUiam McGul- 
ness 18 expected to impose the sentence on Nov 4 

rue same jury convicted Tully last month of first-devree 
s”“uif ;iS?^he^r?'. Circumstances of bt^a^? afd^S! 
ellgibl. for .he dee'h penal“'™’“ 
















